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To All 
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FOREWORD 
t 



On a half acre of ground, centrally located 
with respect to old All Hallows Church and 
the now extinct port of Londontown, stands 
a quaint old one story building which since 
1742 has been "The House in which the Society or Com- 
pany commonly called The South River Club meets" 
(original deed July 3, 1740). 

A group of magnificent old oaks, many of them now 
ravaged by time, or the effects of stray thunderbolts, 
stand as sentinels over this ancient shrine, and lend dig- 
nity to the traditional meetings which for more than 
two centuries they have witnessed. 

A guest arriving for one of the quarterly meetings of 
the Club would be struck by the diminutive and se- 
verely plain appearance of this clapboarded build- 
ing. Entering the Club House, through a small porch 
over which the National Ensign flies when the mem- 
bers are present, he finds himself in the only room of 
the building. At one end is a large open fireplace, above 
which the flags of the United States and Britain are 
crossed. In the fireplace are an old crane and several 
iron cooking utensils used in the early days of the Club. 
To the left of the fireplace stands a fine old corner 
cupboard, filled with beautiful dishes, glassware, and a 
few old pieces of silver. A long table fills the center of 
the room, barely sufficient to accommodate the twenty- 



THE ANCIENT SOUTH RIVER CLUB 

five members and the few guests of the serving member. 
In a separate building, behind the Club House, is the 
kitchen, with its old wood stove on which many a tasty 
meal has been cooked by Gertrude and her predecessors. 
Truly this is hallowed ground — a meeting place for 
the gentlemen of the neighborhood, where comradeship 
and good fellowship have reigned supreme, for nearly 
250 years. Here loyalty was sworn first to Colony and 
parent Nation — then to the struggle for independence, 
and finally to the enduring union of these United States. 
Before beginning the story of this unique social or- 
ganization, it may be well to say something of the 
country and the people that gave it birth and have 
kept it alive for two and a half centuries. 

The first permanent settlements in Maryland were 
on Kent Island just across the Bay from South River, 
in 1631 and on the St. Mary's River in 1634. The Ches- 
apeake Bay with its tributary rivers invited and pro- 
vided easy access to other desirable areas and the colo- 
nists were not slow in taking up new lands. They spread 
rapidly up the Potomac, the Patuxent and the Bay. In 
1649 a settlement called Providence was established 
near Greenberry Point at the mouth of the Severn. In 
a surprisingly short time much of the land along the 
Severn, South, and West Rivers was taken up. Most of 
the proprietors came direct from England or from Vir- 
ginia. 

The land was fertile and well adapted to the raising 
of tobacco, which was both crop and currency. During 
the last half of the 17th century the population and 
importance of this part of the colony grew so rapidly 
that in 1695 the capital was transferred from St. Mary's 
City to Annapolis. 
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There is a saying that where there are two English- 
men there will be three gardens, for each will have a 
garden, the two men will form a club, and the club will 
have a garden. This propensity of the English to form 
a club, seems to have been well developed in the men 
who settled what was first known as the South River 
Hundred, and later in a general way as the South River 
neighborhood. This area lay south of South River and 
west of Rhode River and the Bay and extended inland 
to the- Patuxent. 

For many years South River was a frontier settlement 
and its men were called out to protect their homes from 
raids of Indians on the war path. They naturally felt 
the need of meeting to exchange ideas and information 
about clearing the land, planting and cultivating their 
crops, shipping and marketing tobacco to the best ad- 
vantage, and importing the tools, furniture, and manu- 
factured goods they needed for their homes and planta- 
tions. There is also a tradition that some of the families 
had come from the same part of the County of Devon 
in England which would have been another influence to 
bring them together. 

The colonists had brought with them from England 
the tradition and experience of the club as an important 
social organization. During the later Stuart period clubs 
became an important part of the social and political 
life of England. Joseph Addison (167 2-1 7 19) said "All 
matters of importance are concerted in a club." The 
English club grew out of the meeting of a group of con- 
genial and convivial friends in a tavern. One of the 
first, and certainly the most famous and brilliant, of 
these was the Bread Street Club, founded by Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and meeting in the Mermaid Tavern, of which 
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Shakespeare, Beaumont and Fletcher and John Donne 
were members. 

Later the tavern was superseded by the coffee house 
as a meeting place for a congenial group. In some cases 
the club took over the tavern or coffee house, but con- 
tinued to be known by its name. London has long been 
famous for its clubs. However, according to the Ency- 
clopaedia Britannica the oldest surviving London Club 
is White's, originally known as White's Chocolate 
House, established in 1698. In 1775, long after the 
establishment of the South River Club, Dr. Johnson 
in his famous dictionary gave the somewhat ambiguous 
definition of a club as: "An assembly of good fellows 
meeting under certain conditions." 

The colonists on South River had not only the need 
but theprecedent of the club. These conditions of course 
were not peculiar to South River. The unique feature of 
their club is that it is the first social organization of its 
kind of which we have knowledge among the English 
settlements in America, and that it has survived the 
accidents of time to the present day. It is today, so far 
as we know, the oldest social organization with a con- 
tinuous life in the Western Hemisphere. 

The Historical Committee 
oden bowie duckett 
harry w. hill 
james e. steuart 
Thomson king, Chairman 



AS IT WAS 

IN THE 
BEGINNING 



t 



We do not know who first conceived the idea 
of the South River Club nor when the first 
meeting was held. It is probable that it first 
met at the homes of members and that these 
centered about London Towne which had been founded 
on the south side of South River, in 1680 and was cre- 
ated a port of entry in 1683. For a while, London Towne 
rivaled Annapolis as a shipping point and commercial 
center; in it lived some of the leading merchants of Anne 
Arundel County. From it the large land owners sent 
their sons to England to be educated, and their tobacco 
to be sold; through it they received English goods. To- 
day only one house of London Towne survives; as 
Annapolis grew, it withered, and sank from decline into 
oblivion. 

The well preserved records of All Hallows Parish be- 
gin in 1689. In 1692 the congregation built a church 
about a mile from the location of the South River Club 
House. It is easy to see that the men of the neighbor- 
hood needed a club for social intercourse just as they 
needed a church for spiritual guidance and consolation. 
They were immigrants in a new raw land, but of a com- 
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mon stock, manners and tradition. We know that in 
the early days a number of individuals were active in 
both institutions. The same road led to both. The 
Church faithfully recorded their baptisms, marriages 
and burials, and kept them safe to the present day. The 
task of the historian would have been far easier, and 
his story much more satisfactory, if the early records of 
the Club had fared as well. 

In a fire that destroyed the Club House in 1740 or '41, 
the minute books and other records were burned. To 
establish the approximate date of the founding of the 
Club we must present the available data and hope that 
future research may some day discover some record now 
unknown that will perhaps furnish proof of a definite 
year. 

It is probable that for a considerable period after its 
organization the Club met in the homes of its members; 
how long this practice lasted we do not know, it may 
have continued for many years. However we have in- 
con testible evidence that the Club was meeting regu- 
larly in a house on land known as Betty's Park and then 
owned by Thomas Gassaway who died in 1739. 

The first official record now available is a deed, the 
original of which is held by the Club, recorded in Anne 
Arundel County deeds, RB #1 folio 13:3 July I74 > 
given by John Gassaway conveying a piece of land on 
which the Club House stood to Robert Saunders, Trus- 
tee. It will be well to say something about these men 
and the legal instrument itself. 

The maker of the deed was the son of Thomas 
Gassaway, and the grandson of Colonel Nicholas 
Gassaway, who came to Anne Arundel County as a 
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pioneer settler in 1650. The Colonel served with distinc- 
tion against the Indians, rose rapidly in the forces of 
the colony and prospered greatly. He married Ann, 
daughter of Captain Thomas Besson, one of the most 
prominent officials of the Province. His will, probated 
in 1 69 1, disposed of large tracts of land to his three 
sons and personal property to his daughters; his son, 
Thomas, died in 1739. John, the son of Thomas, was 
a member of the Club. 

Robert Saunders, or Sanders as spelled in the deed, 
who received the land as trustee for the Club or Society, 
as it is also called in the deed, is shown as a member in 
the existing records of 1742. He was born in 1670, mar- 
ried Rebecca Groome in 1698, and died in 1755. His 
father James Saunders was an early settler and a mem- 
ber of the Council of the Province. Since it appears 
from the records of the 1740's that men joined the Club 
at a fairly early age, and since in 1742 Robert Saunders 
was appointed one of a committee of three to collect the 
names of members that had been lost when the records 
were burned, there is a strong presumption that he may 
have joined the Club around 1700. 



THE DEED OF CONVEYANCE 

FOR THE 

CLUB HOUSE 

Reed. July 21st 1740 — to be recorded & recorded the 
same Day in Ann Arundell County Land Records in 
Lib. R.B. No. 1 fol. 13 & Examd. 

This Indenture made the third Day of July Anno 
Domini Seventeen hundred and forty — Between John 
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Gassaway of Ann Arrundell County of the One Part, 
and Robert Sanders of the other Part, Wittnesseth that 
the said John Gassaway, for and in the Consideration 
of the Sum of Eighty Pounds Currant money, Being 
Paid To his father for the half Acre of Land within 
specified, Before his Conveying, the said half Acre of 
Land To the Society within mentioned, and as the said 
half Acre of Land now falls By Right To the said John 
Gassaway, and he the said John Gassaway is willing 
and Doth hereby, By these Presents, will and Hath 
Granted, Bargained, and Sold, Aliened, demised, & 
Confirmed, & By these presents, doth Grant, Bargain, 
sell, Alien, demise & Confirm, unto him the said Robert 
Sanders, his Administrators or Assigns, all that half 
Acre of Land on part Whereof the house in which the 
Society or Company Commonly Called The South River 
Club, meet now stands, And which said half Acre is 
part of a Tract of Land Called Betty's Park in Ann 
Arrundell County Aforesaid And Begins at a marked 
White Oak & Runs from thence North Eighty six De- 
grees Easterly fourteen pches & half then South four 
Degrees Easterly five & a half pches thence South 
Eighty six Degrees Westerly fourteen & half pches 
thence a strait Line To the Begining Containing a half 
Acre of Land more or Less with the said house and 
Appurtenances thereunto Belonging. To have and To 
hold the said Premises and Every Part & parcell thereof 
To him the said Robert Sanders his Executors Admin- 
istrators and Assigns, for and Dureing the Term of Nine 
hundred Ninety nine years, from hence next Ensueing, 
and fully To be Compleat and Ended, Upon this Trust 
& Confidence and to the Intent & purpose following Viz. 




FIREPLACE AND CORNER CUPBOARD 
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To & for the only Use and Benefitt of the said Society 
or Company Called the South River Club, and that it 
shall and may be Lawfull To and for such Society or 
Company, & such as shall be from time To time Ad- 
mitted therein, To have, Possess, Injoy, and use the said 
house & half Acre of Land for their meeting and Asso- 
ciateing therein on their Several and Respective Time 
or times that are or shall be Appointed by them To 
meet and Associate therein, as such Society and Club 
dureing the said Term of Nine hundred Ninety nine 
Years, should Entirely Cease Discontinue, and disuse 
such meeting & Associateing Togather as a Club in the 
said house, or on the said half Acre That then Upon 
this Trust and Confidence from an After such Ceaseing 
Discontinueing, and Disuseing of such meeting & Asso- 
ciateing, To and for the use & Benefitt of the said John 
Gassaway, his heirs Ex : rs Adms. & Assigns Dureing the 
Remainder of the said Term which shall be then To 
Come and Unexpired, and the said John Gassaway for 
Himself his heirs Exrs. Admrs. and Assigns, doth hereby 
Covenant, promise, grant and agree to & and with the 
said Robert Sanders, his Exrs. Admrs, and Assigns, that 
the said house and half Acre shall be Quietly and Peace- 
ably used and Enjoyed by the Society Aforesaid in man- 
ner Aforesaid, and that he the said John Gassaway and 
his heirs, Exrs. Admrs. and Assigns, the said house and 
half Acre To the said Robert Sanders his Exrs. Admrs. 
and Assigns, for the Trust and purposes Aforesaid 
Dureing the said Term of Nine Hundred Ninety Nine 
Years, shall and Will Warrant and for ever Defend from 
all persons Laying Claim, from By or under him the 
said John Gassaway. In Wittness Whereof the said John 

13 
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Gassaway hath Hereunto set his hand and Affixed his 
Seale the Day and Year Aforesaid 

Jno. Gassaway 

Signed Sealed & Delivered 
In the Presence of 

Samuel Smith 

J. Monat 

Then Came Before uss, Two of his Lordships Justices 

for Ann Arrundell County, the within named John 

Gassaway Party To these presents, and Acknowledged 

the within Indenture To be his Act and Deed, and the 

Lands & prmisses Therein mentioned, To be the Estate, 

Right and Title of the within mentioned Robert Sanders 

his Em. Admrs. and Assigns for the Ufe, and Dureing 

the Time within Specified 

Samuel Smith 

J. Monat 

I Do hereby Acknowledge That my father In his Life 
Time, Reed, the sum of Eighty Pound Currant money, 
of the within named Robert Sanders, Being the Con- 
sideration money Within Specified, as Wittness my 
hand the Day and Year within Written 

Jno. Gassaway 

Coming to the deed itself we note the consideration 
paid for the land was "£8o currant money. While the 
Maryland pound was not on a par with the English 
pound and probably worth considerably less, the price 
is much too high for a half acre of land in IJ39- lhe 
obvious explanation is that most of the value was in 
the house mentioned in the deed that was on the prop- 
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erty in which the Club was holding its meetings. It 
was evidently this house that burned in 1740 or '41. 

The endorsement on the deed shows that the trans- 
action was made and the money received by Thomas 
Gassaway. This proves that in or before 1739 the Club 
was able to raise what was a considerable sum of money 
in those days. It is also indicated that it considered it- 
self a stable concern with a long future existence to be 
provided for when it had its trustee make the lease for 
999 years; however, more than one-fifth of this period 
<has already expired. 

A new Club House was built and ready for use in 
1742. What was known as the new minute book was 
begun in which the first record is of a meeting of Febru- 
ary 11, 1742. On account of the loss of their records, 
and because of the age of the Club, it was felt the names 
of former members should be ascertained and recorded. 
We find in the first minutes the following record: "It 
was further agreed that Mr. Robert Saunders, Mr. Wil- 
liam Chapman, and Mr. John Watkins be a committee 
to collect the names of the members that have ever be- 
longed, to the best of their memories, inasmuch as the 
present list appears very defective." 

The three committee members were among the oldest 
men in the Club. 

In 1742 Saunders was 72, Chapman $$ and Watkins 
53. It appears that the intent was to have on the com- 
mittee men whose memories extended back as far as 
possible. That such a committee was created is strong 
evidence that the Club had existed for many years be- 
fore the fire. Unfortunately, the committee, like many 
others, did nothing; at least no definite record or report 
has survived. 
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We find, however, on the first page of the "new" 
minute book the names of 26 men who were members 
of the Club in 1742. Following this we find that dinners 
were served every other week with each member serving 
two successive dinners. New members "served in" after 
election. The complete roster of the first recorded cycle 
of serving members follows. 



1742 

Capt. Anthony Beck 
James Nicholson 
John Brewer 
Capt. Grindall 
Capt. James Hall 
Capt. Z. Maccubin 
Capt. Darby Lux 
Robert Saunders 
John Dixon 
Thomas Stockett 
James Monat 
John Gassaway 



1743 

Samuel Jacobs 
*Benjamin Stockett 
*John Howard 

Samuel Burgess 

Samuel Day 

Thos. Sparrow 

Rev. Wm. Brogden 

Capt. Joseph Cowman 

John Watkins 

Wm. Chapman 

Turner Wootton 

James Dick 



1744 



Wm. Chapman, Jr. 
*Joseph Brewer 
*John Ijams 



Samuel Chambers 
Dr. S. Preston Moore 
*Thomas Caton 

* Admitted after February 1742. 

After John Ijams the list starts over again with Capt. 
Anthony Beck. 

We may form some idea of the personnel of the Club 
when they began to use the present Club House in 174* 
from other records and references that are available. 
16 
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Most of them belonged to the older and leading families 
of the neighborhood. As was to be expected in a new 
country whose only means of transportation was the 
horse, and where roads were few and exceedingly bad, 
they all lived within approximately a ten mile radius of 
the Club House. 

In general they were land owners; however, six bore 
the title of captain, one was a clergyman, two were 
probably merchants, there was one doctor. They lived 
the lives of colonial gentlemen. There was still much 
iand to be cleared for their crops, of which tobacco was 
their main support. The woods were still full of game 
and the streams and rivers held enormous quantities of 
fish, crabs and oysters ; flocks of ducks, geese and wild 
pigeons darkened the sky. 

The Maryland Colonists were probably ninety-five 
percent of English stock. They had not yet thought of 
independence. Strong loyalty to the Mother country is 
shown by their action on receipt of the news of the de- 
feat of the Pretender as reported in the Maryland Ga- 
zette, now the oldest paper in America, which had been 
published in Annapolis since 1727. In its issue of July 
15, 1746, it reports 

"The Gentlemen Belonging to the Ancient South 
River Club, to express Their Loyalty to his Majesty 
on the Success of the inimitable Duke of Cumber- 
land's obtaining a complete Victory of the Pretender, 
and delivering us from Persecution at home, and 
Papacy and Invasion from abroad, have appointed 
a Grand Entertainment to be given at Their Club 
House on Thursday next — an example worthy the 
imitation of All True loyal Subjects. 

In the Club minutes for July 24, 1746, we find the 
following entry: "Last Thursday we observed a day of 

17 
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rejoicing by this society on account of the glorious vic- 
tory of H.R.H., the Duke of Cumberland, over the 
rebels by drinking of Loyall healths, firing of cannon 
and great demonstrations of loyalty was shown on that 
happy occasion by numbers of gentlemen then present. 
Also a handsome dinner was found by Mr. John Brewer, 
one of the present members, at the expense of the so- 
ciety." 

In "aoo Years with the Maryland Gazette 1727- 
1927" we find the following: — "There exists today the 
ancient South River Club, founded before the Mary- 
land Gazette printed its first issue, but one of the many 
associations that drew the early colonists together to 
exchange ideas on questions of state and agriculture." 
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COLONIAL DAYS 

AND 

WAYS 

The practice of meeting every two weeks 
throughout the year, with each member serving 
two dinners in succession, was continued until 
1760 when it was changed to serving one dinner 
in rotation. Each January a new chairman was elected, 
and it was the custom for him to serve the first dinner 
after he was elected, in addition to the other two dinners 
which he served in his regular turn. 

Apparently the original membership was limited to 
approximately twenty-five. This limit was undoubtedly 
determined by the capacity of the Club House, as well 
as by the limited number of eligible persons living within 
a reasonable distance. 

^ The records do not show at what time the members 
in those old days gathered for the dinners, but do record 
that in the summer months, "The Steward will serve 
till six of the clock"; but with the coming of winter the 
time of closing was advanced to 5 o'clock. 

It was also apparently the Steward's duty to act as 

Secretary and keep the minutes of the meetings. Rules 

were drawn up which required that the key to the Club 

House, together with the minute books, must be de- 

19 
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livered to the new Steward eight days before Club days. 
The records show some instances where failure to de- 
liver the book and key in accordance with this rule 
were punished by requiring the delinquent to serve an 
additional dinner. 

A few additional jottings from the minutes may serve 
to throw light on the life of the Club in the latter part 
of the 1 8th century. 

In May 1748 James Dill was ordered to serve an extra 
dinner for not delivering the books and notes of the 
Club to the next meeting. 

Commencing in 175 1 and extending rather consist- 
ently through the next hundred years there was a con- 
tinual demand for rental of the Club House as a dance 
school or regular school. As a general rule these requests 
were granted by the society. 

In 1753 Capt. John Gassaway was directed to pro- 
cure a punch bowl for the use of the Society. 

In April 1754 John Watkins was penalized to serve 
three times in succession for not taking his turn on the 
regular day. 

In 1780 the dues were changed from one to two dollars 
per year, probably due to inflation during the Revolu- 
tion. 

The dinners then were always held, as at present, in 
the Club House, except in one instance. In July I759> 
by unanimous consent of all members, the privilege was 
extended to Mr. James Monat of serving the dinner at 
his own house. Mr. Monat was one of the 174^ mem- 
bers and apparently at the time was quite old, and not 
in very good health, but had expressed his desire of con- 
tinuing as a member of the Club. ^ 
It is interesting to speculate as to what the Club dm- 

20 
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ners were like in colonial days. We may be sure they 
were quite different from those of the present day. In 
summer the lack of ice or any means of refrigeration im- 
posed conditions that no longer trouble us. There was 
no ice for the punch and no ice cream for dessert. The 
temperature might be 95 degrees in the shade, but you 
drank your liquor warm or not at all. 

Meat was easy to find in abundance and variety. 
There were still wild turkeys and deer in the woods. 
Oysters, crabs, fish and wild ducks were plentiful in and 
. on the rivers and creeks. The weight of wild pigeons 
roosting on forest trees broke off great branches. All of 
these, as well as beef and mutton, came often to club 
dinners. 

When winter came, and winters were really colder 
then than now, the only heat in the little Club House 
radiated from the open fire at one end of its single 
room. On a windy day with the thermometer below 10 
degrees outside the far end would have seemed to us 
much too cold for dinner, discussion or anything else. 
Our hardy ancestors thought little of it, for the same 
conditions existed in their own homes. They had been 
born and bred to endure with patience many things 
that we consider hardships. Without foreknowledge of 
modern luxury they enjoyed, their lives no less than their 
softer-living descendants. 

We have no detailed record of a colonial dinner but 
an interesting letter in the possession of James E. 
Steuart, a present member of the Club, tells us some- 
thing of the preparations for serving a dinner a hundred 
years ago (May, 1852). The writer, General George H. 
Steuart, lived in Baltimore. The letter is to his son, 
William J. Steuart, then staying at London Town. 
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"You must remember that I am to serve at the 
Club on Thursday, the 2nd of June and you must 
have the cart ready at the Ferry on arriving of the 
boat at 10. (Lucy and Daniel to begin early and in- 
deed to have as much as possible done on Wednes- 
day.) For example a fine lamb to be killed on Wednes- 
day the forequarter roasted and the hindquarter 
boiled the other two quarters can be put in ice in a 
cloth and sent to Baltimore the next day Thursday 
in a large basket, with strawberries, etc., etc. 

"Several dozen crabs must be caught on Wednes- 
day and immediately boiled, picked and partially 
baked so that they can be warmed up the next day, 
to be seasoned with salt, pepper and butter. You 
must have some asparagus ready to be boiled and I 
will bring potatoes and peas, but if you have a suffi- 
ciency of peas you can let me know and I will not 
bring any. Of course I shall bring bread, sugar, lem- 
ons, brandy, whiskey, pepper, mustard, salt, etc. 

"Don't allow them to be put off. Let the ice be sent 
down by Mr. Purdy early in the morning and also 
the fresh butter, so that every thing may be in readi- 
ness for an early start. Instead of a pone, Lucy may 
prepare two or three nice Johnny cakes. I forgot to 
mention that I shall bring a boiled ham, and a fine 
piece of roast beef. 

"They must have the frying pan, grid iron, dutch 
oven, iron pots, tin saucepans, etc., all clean and in 
readiness on Wednesday so as to be in the cart at 
10 o'clock on Thursday morning. 

"It is possible I may come to West River on 
Wednesday but in that case Charley Steuart will for- 
ward me to London Town." 

There is no mention in the early records of any cook- 
ing facilities other than the open fire. Most of the food 
was undoubtedly cooked in advance and brought by 
the serving member. This apparently seemed to work 
very well throughout the year and there is only one 
reference to trouble. On February 8, 1857 the following 
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notation appears: "No dinner furnished on this day the 
roads being so filled with drifting snow as to render it 
impossible for Mr. Stockett to get to the Club with his 
dinner/ * 

It is interesting to note that the records of 1742 and 
1743 in several instances mention the serving of lemon 
or lime punch. Presumably these fruits were rare in 
those days and when someone was fortunate enough to 
get some from an incoming ship it was enough of a 
treaty to justify a special notice in the minutes of the 
meeting. 

Of course when the old Club House burned all the 
equipment in it had been destroyed. In August 1742 we 
find a notation in the minutes: "The Chairman should 
provide necessary bowls, mugs and glasses for the serv- 
ice of the society, the same being much wanted/' 

Colonial Americans drank little whiskey or coffee. 
Rum and tea were the popular beverages; the former* 
probably supported by cider, apple and peach brandy, 
and some imported wine, helped to cheer and enliven 
the members and their guests. 

Meeting as often as it did the Club was undoubtedly 
the medium for exchanging views on current events and 
discussing the political and farming problems of the 
area. In 1756 the records show that the Club subscribed 
to the Pennsylvania Gazette and Virginia Gazette, and 
later in the same year they were presented with sub- 
scriptions to the West Indian and American Packet of 
Intelligence "for the use of the society, but not to be 
carried from the club house." 

There was always plenty to talk about: crops, cattle 
and horses were ever present and important topics. The 
news and gossip of the neighborhood, books and papers 
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were exchanged. Hunting, fishing, guns, dogs and boats 
were common to all. Then of course there were stories 
to be told and jokes to be made, even as you and I. 

It is evident that the Club in the early days enlivened 
its meetings by holding debates. The members were di- 
vided into parties; the questions were not always of a 
serious nature. The Reverend Mason Locke Weems, 
who offered the first mentioned subject for debate, in 
the following quotation from the minutes of July sixth, 
1786, was the author of the first life of Washington, 
which contained the story of the cherry tree which little 
George cut down with his new hatchet, and of a number 
of other books and pamphlets. 

"Then served Doctor Robt. Welsh, agreeably to 
rule, when the following question proposed by the 
Rev'd Mason Lock Weems for public discussion was 
brought forward: "Is not the use of Spiritus Liquor, 
except in cases of ill health, an Idle and Unnecessary 
practice.?" N.B. For the preservation of good order 
and decorum (in these debates) the following rules 
were unanimously adopted — vix — 

1. But one person to speak at a time and always 
in a standing posture. 

2. There shall be no interruption whilst speaking; 

3. Whoever to hurry him so far as to 

make use of ill natured and offensive language shall 
be fined at the discretion of the president not exceed- 
ing 7/6 and who shall also determine the nature of 
the language whether it is abusive or not — 

4. A person may speak once, twice or as often as 
he pleases, provided none other who has not spoken 
choose to speak. 

5. A person may speak as long as he pleases. 

6. He who rises first after the present speaker, 
shall be allowed to proceed, provided he have the 
approbation of his party. 

7. Any member proposing a question shall if re- 
quested by a member reduce it to writing and deliver 
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it to the President who shall read it for the informa- 
tion of all present. 

8. All questions of order shall be determined by 
the President. 

9. If two persons shall rise at the same time to 
speak, the President shall say who shall speak first. 

10. A member may speak as long and as often as he 
pleases, provided he has the approbation of his own 
party. 

11. In case the President should not attend, the 
members present may nominate a President for the 
day. 

Questions for the 7th of September — 1786 
Whether ought the Ladies to court the Gentlemen, 
or the Gentlemen the Ladies, or would it be most for 
the good of the Public, that the Ladies court the 
Gentlemen or the Gentlemen court the Ladies." 

In September 1777 the proceedings show the follow- 
ing entry: "At the same time the Club having taken into 
their serious consideration the alarming situation of this 
State occasioned by an invasion of a British Fleet at this 
time whether ji continuation of this Club as usual or 
adjournment to a future day." Decision on this was 
postponed through two more meetings, and finally on 
November 8th "It is resolved unanimously that this 
Club be continued as usual agreeable to the rules there- 
of/' 

While we are speaking of rules we may remark that 
the Club is unique in that it has never had a charter, 
a constitution, by-laws or an avowed object. It depends 
for guidance upon its ancient rules and upon precedent 
and tradition. Perhaps this is why it has lasted so long. 
The best of constitutions, by-laws, and objects become 
obsolete in a few centuries. There are other advantages; 
its precedents are established by resolutions passed after 
a very good dinner and plenty of excellent punch. They 



THE ANCIENT SOUTH RIVER CLUB 

have been so passed and recorded for no one knows just 
how long, but the records of over two hundred years are 
available. It is always possible to find a precedent for or 
against anything that is proposed. The Club is there- 
fore always free to do as it pleases and acts unhindered 
by the dead hand of rigid laws; guided by past tradition 
and present judgment, it solves its problems and pursues 
the even, pleasant tenor of its way. In this respect the 
Club may well be compared to another Anglo-Saxon in- 
stitution, the English Constitution, which is not written 
but follows precedent and tradition. 

Of course, the real, but unwritten, object and bond 
on which the Club was founded and has endured so long 
is the mutual desire of a group of men of genial and 
congenial tastes, background and character to occa- 
sionally foregather and enjoy good eating, drinking, con- 
versation and fellowship. Such things are proof against 
the accidents and changes of the centuries and the gnaw- 
ing tooth of time. They are fundamental and eternal. 

While the Club never has had a constitution or by- 
laws a set of rules was adopted quite early in its history, 
probably well before 1739. In June 1764 we find the 
entry: "Captain Thomas Harwood (a member) re- 
quested the favor of this Club to take a copy of the 
rules of this ancient Club, which was unanimously 
agreed to by the members present, for the perusal and 
government of a sett of gentlemen who proposed form- 
ing a society of the same sort." 

Another entry in May 1762: "At which time it was 

unanimously agreed that the said Thomas Gassaway 

should take the old rules belonging to this Clubb and 

apply to John Jacobs and agree with him to fairly coppy 
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them in a plain round or Italian hand for which this 
society promised to pay." 

John Jacobs was a schoolmaster and in the minutes 
of the April meeting of 1763 is the following entry: "At 
which time John Jacobs, schoolmaster made application 
to the members present for the use of the Clubb to teach 
school in, which was granted upon his promising to 
make good all damages that may be done by the chil- 
dren or by himself and to have the door open for the 
steward upon the Clubb days." 

The rules of the Club have not been added to or 
otherwise changed since 1793. This text begins with an 
introductory paragraph: "Resolved that the following 
rules be observed by each member belonging to the 
Society meeting at a house in Capt. Thomas Gassaway's 
Oldfields, known by the name of the South River Club 
House." Captain Thomas Gassaway died in 1739; we 
may therefore conclude that the Club operated from 
sometime prior to 1739 under a set of rules which, with 
some additions made before 1793, are in force today. 

ORIGINAL RULES OF THE 
SOUTH RIVER CLUB 

Resolved that the following Rules be observed by 
each member belonging to the Society meeting at a 
house in Capt. Thomas Gasaway's Oldfields, known by 
the name of the South River Club House. 

1st. That there be a Chairman chosen by a majority of voices annually 

the first club day after New Years Day. 
2nd. That the person so chosen shall speak the mind of the Society upon 

any default of a member or members or to strangers. 
3rd. That every Chairman shall find a sufficient book to make all entries 

in that may be thought proper by the Society. 
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4th. That no entry shall be made in said book but what shall be agreeable 
to a majority of the Society, and which shall be made within the 
house, read and approved. • L • 

Sth. That no person be admitted a member of this Society without sig- 
nifying his intention to some member of the Society, the club day 
preceeding his election, and if any member or members should be 
absent, the Steward of the day shall make known to them such ap- 
plication, and he can then on the succeeding club day be admitted 
by the unanimous voice of the members present; and which shall be 
determined by ballot. ( 

6th. That no member shall invite or bring his friend or friends into club 
unless he be the Steward of the day; and if such Steward shall invite 
his friend or friends, he shall reduce their names to writing and the 
same shall be hand round to the members present previous to dining. 
jth. That if any Stranger or Strangers so invited shall after leaving the 
club make known or disclose any part of the conversation in the 
course of the afternoon tending to the prejudice of any member or 
members, he can never thereafter be admitted either as a friend or 
as a member of the Society. 
8th. That the Society meet the first Thursday in every month and no 
oftener; except in the month of July, when the meeting will be on the 
fourth day annually, unless when it falls on Sunday; and then it 
shall be on the day following. 
gth. That each member take his turn according to a list drawn in the 

chairman's book. 
10th. That the Steward that appears not in person or by his proxy at the 
usual place of meeting, provided with two and a half gallons of 
spirit, with ingredients for toddy, by one o'clock and a sufficient 
dinner with clean pipes and tobacco, shall serve the following club 
day for such default. 
nth That each Steward, at the close of his stewardship, shall secure the 
house, take care of the bowls, glasses, etc.; and he shall send the 
keys and books to the succeeding Steward, at least eight days previ- 
ous to the time of serving; and in default thereof he shall serve in 
his stead. 
1 2th That each member annually, on the first club day of the new year, 
pay into the hands of the Treasurer such sum of money toward the 
defraying the necessary charges of the Club as may be thought 
necessarv by the Society. 
iph That there be a Treasurer appointed to collect and receive all moneys 
paid in by the members, and that he shall keep a book of the same 
and send in a paid account annually, on the first club day in the new 
year, of all expenditures by order of the Society. 
14th That there be no liquor mixed after six o'clock in summer and four 
o'clock in winter; and that there be no swearing, ill language or any 
kind of gaming in the said Society. 
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15th. That there be a recorder appointed, who shall transcribe annually 
all the entries from the Chairman's book into the record book be- 
longing to the Society. 

16th. Should any misunderstanding or difference happen between any of 
the members m club, every member belonging to the Society shall 
be in duty bound to endeavor to bring a reconciliation 

17th. That these Rules be put in a frame and hung up in some conspicuous 
place m the club house; and if required by any member to be read by 
club da rman ' PreS£nt > if not > by the St eward of the day every 

18th. That no resignation of any member of this Society shall be received 
nere without paying all arrearages due thereto. 

The following extracts from the Club minutes will 
show among other things that colonial members had 
considerable difficulty in keeping all the rules they 
made. J 

Although there is nothing mentioned in the records 
the rule was made at one of the early meetings that it 
would be the responsibility of the Steward to keep a 
record of the proceedings of each dinner and to pass this 
book on to a succeeding steward prior to the time for 
his dinner. 

In 1748 we find an entry "and at the same time it 
was unanimously voted that Mr. James Dick should 
serve a third time for neglecting to deliver the book and 
key to the next steward in course." 

It had been previously (March 1742) directed "that 
the key shall be delivered to the succeeding steward at 
least eight days before Clubb day." 

In March 1751 we find the following entry: "It was 
unanimously agreed that the record book would be in 
the hands of the present chairman in order to have such 
articles recorded as shall be thought proper by the 
society and that at the end of his chairmanship he shall 
return the said record book to the succeeding chairman 
as required by the society." Apparently the delivery of 
29 



THE ANCIENT SOUTH RIVER CLUB 

the minute book and key was quite a fixed event in the 
Club life, several times we find members being expelled 
from the Club because of their failure to accept the 
book and key which was a means of evading their turn 
as serving member. Later a rule was passed requiring 
members who resigned to "serve out" before their resig- 
nation was accepted. 

In May 1759 it was agreed "that for the time to come 
the chairman chosen for the year shall not only find a 
new book but shall as soon as conveniently may deliver 
the Clubb book to the register or recorder." 

The following month, June 1759, "The present Sam- 
uel Chapman was requested to appear the next Clubb 
day with a book sufficient to (undecipherable) proceed- 
ings of this society in," 

In December 1 761 "It was agreed that the next Clubb 
day the treasurer and register of this Clubb should 
bring the accounts and record book that the Clubb may 
inspect them and come to a settlement for the year 
1761." 

Another custom that was strictly followed at that 
time was that of passing a resolution of condolence to 
the widow of a member who died, and requiring all 
members to wear a mourning badge on the left arm for 
a period of thirty days. 

In November 1763 we find the entry "at which time 
it was mentioned to this society that Mr. James Dick 
did not comply with the rules of this Clubb in not send- 
ing the book on the day that he served and for making 
an entry in the said book out of the clubhouse. But as 
the society knew the urgent and particular business he 
had on hand that day they excused him from any fine 
for such failure." 
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; In 1764 the entry "Captain Samuel Chapman's re- 
signing the books, John Jacobs was appointed regr." 
This is a new departure for Mr. Jacobs was not a mem- 
ber of the Club but being schoolmaster of a school oper- 
ated in the Clubhouse he was very handy for work of 
this nature and wrote an excellent hand. The last entry 
in his handwriting appears in 1766. 

In September 1770 Jonathan Sellman "our present 
treasurer" was requested to report to Thomas Gassaway 
"our late recorder" "for all the papers and the books 
belonging to the society that are in his possession and 
produce them the next Clubb day." Apparently Mr. 
Gassaway was the one who had relieved the school- 
master of this duty but if so he failed to make any entry 
in the book whatsoever for the handwriting which picks 
up in 1770 is that which continues for the next five years. 
The membership of the Club varied considerably 
throughout the years. As previously stated the initial 
membership was approximately twenty-five. By 1760 
it had dropped to nine and maintained a level of ap- 
proximately a dozen until the War of the Revolution. 

In 1783 "in consequence of the number of members 
bemg much reduced (by deaths) the society shall meet 
the first Thursday in December next and so every other 
month instead of every month as formerly observed." 
In 1784, however, four new members were added and 
the regular monthly meetings were resumed. 
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In july 1801 a motion was made to hold the July 
meeting on the fourth forever after. It is interest- 
ing to note also that in 1801- the rule regarding din- 
ner guests was broken for the July Fourth dinner. 
The June 4th entry of this year states as follows: "Re- 
solved : That Mr. Joseph Watkins, the next Steward in 
course, be requested to furnish on that day, the Fourth 
of July, an extra dinner, it being the anniversary of 
American Independence, and that on the day following 
he will render an account of the same which is to be 
proportioned and paid by the society; also that each 
member be privileged to invite a friend and the Steward 
as usual." At that time the Steward's allowance of 
guests was a total of four, and since 1 800 he had been 
required to send the names of his proposed guests to all 
members in advance of the dinner. 

Back in 1804 Jonathan Sellman resigned after he in- 
curred the displeasure of fellow members. It happened 
that the day before he was to serve, in February, a 
blizzard blanketed the country with two feet of snow. 
Ten undaunted members, sustained by thoughts of hot 
rum punch and roast turkey, walked through the snow- 

32 




A BRIEF HISTORY 



dnfts ome of themcoming a distance of seven miles. 

Mn Sell ma n didn t show up, but sent his colored servant 

with the message that it was too cold for him to come 

out, and there wouldn't be any dinner. 
By 1806 the number of members had increased to 

seventeen, but a few years later had dropped again o 
less than twe ve. In ,8*0 it dropped to tenLd b^S 

he membership was down to six. From then on it Ldu- 
ally reduced until only three members were listed dur- 
mgthe years 1833, 1834 and 1835, and again the period 
of meetings was increased to two monthi 

In 1835 the Club was rejuvenated and was brought 
up to a total of sixteen members which in the „L 
three years increased to twenty. This large figure did 
not hold for long, however, for by 1841 itLsfown o 
twelve and averaged about that figure until ^oThen 
again it built up reaching a total of nineteen in l8 « 

eivenin trfT S deSCri P don of a » °Utime dinner is 
given in the following extract of a letter which armeared 
-the Maryland Republican on Dec. 4 , l8 2 ItTuotes 
Times? S ' gned " NiCk " t0 th£ NeW Y-k Spirit Tf Te 

"Dear 'Spirit': 

The Club meets about 12 o'clock M; a large bowl 
contammg about 3 gallons, is filled wkh ££* 
he very best, and Mr. "Mac" Brogden cai£ be beat 
m doing this If you could take one glass 0/ this 
punch, made by him, and know him as I gtntfem a „ 
such as he is known to be, your toast would be W 
bless h.m, may he never die.' Cant you pay us a vS P 

J£ZuZ c r c V n after ,ife would ™y ™^ : 

Mt€r I ° {t ' me a " d ^P* 1 ™- C °™, ^en- 
All the Club says 'come.' Should you prefer the 'stuff' 

you. We drmk, guests and members, what we please 
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and eat what we choose. Dinner is served at 2 P.M. 
precisely. The spirit of affection and kindness is most 
marked, from the youngest to the oldest, and vice 
versa. The only restrictions are simply no talking on 
political or religious matters, no card playing and 
dice throwing. The only amusement separate from 
social enjoyment, is a game of quoits. These quoits 
are a splendid set, six or eight pairs, presented by one 
we had the honor of dining with us one day, Hon. 
Mr. Ingersoll of Pa. 

Do not think this is merely an eating and drinking 
club; far, very far from it; we have the 'feast of rea- 
son and flow of soul', we meet together for mutual 
counsel and advice. We teach, and are taught. No 
member is sorry when 'club day' comes around; each 
considers himself amply repaid for his ride. No guest, 
upon, his departure, leaves without the warmest 
wishes of each member, and drinks to the successful 
continuance of the Club. Rarely is it that any one 
gets a 'brick in his hat', it only occurs when any one 
thinks he can hold 'a little more.' Sometimes there 
is a 'weight' found in the nether end of the coat, 
which prevents them from leaving the seat." 

It was obvious that sooner or later the question would 
arise about having a "Ladies' Day" and in 1853 it was 
moved and seconded that the "members of the South 
River Club give an entertainment to the ladies and 
gentlemen of the neighborhood" and a committee was 
appointed for arranging said entertainment. At the next 
meeting., however, all arrangements for this entertain- 
ment were postponed indefinitely, so it has been ever 
since. 

Maryland was a border state. Sooner or later it was 
inevitable that the questions that were to divide the 
country and ultimately lead to war began to intrude 
upon the relations of the citizens of her southern coun- 
ties. It was about this time that slavery problems un- 
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doubtedly began to disturb the amicable meetings of 
the Club. In 1854 three members resigned, followed by 
four more in 1855, which reduced the membership to 
four in 1856. Again the period of meetings had to be in- 
creased from one to two months. May 1861 found the 
Club with a membership of six and at that time the 
minutes show that the May second meeting was post- 
poned by general consent: "in consequence of the un- 
happy condition of the country from the deplorable 
Civil War now waging." The Civil War apparently re- 
instituted the argument between members of the Club, 
and it is noted at this time that Mr. Frank H. Stockett' 
a well-known anti-secession member resigned. 

By May 1865 the membership had increased to seven 
and there is a notation that "the regular club meeting 
in June will be on the second Thursday in June, the 
first being a day set apart by the President of the 
United States as a day of fasting and prayer." 

On October 4 t.h, 1865 the minutes record a meeting 
which was attended only by the Steward. The next 
entry is as follows: "After a long interval caused by 
disturbing circumstances incident to our late and un- 
fortunate Civil War the Club met on the eleventh day 
of July 1872 and reorganized with the following mem- 
bers 

David Mc. Brogden Rev. C. K. Nelson 

A. B. Hagner H. M. Duvall 

Richard P. Sellman Wm. D. Stewart" 

During the Victorian era the fortunes of the Club and 
its membership waxed and waned. The nadir of mem- 
bership was reached between 1875 and 1895. There was 
no break in the life of the Club —rather it was a time 
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of hibernation, of greatly reduced activity. 

In 1874 a committee of Grange No. 28 waited on the 
membership of the South River Club at one of its regu- 
lar meetings, and requested that they be granted au- 
thority to use the Club House for their meetings. The 
Grange undertook to carry the fire insurance on the 
Club House; it was also given permission to erect a build- 
ing adjacent to the Club House — such improvements to 
become the property of the South River Club. This re- 
quest was approved and the additional building is now 
the kitchen of the Club. 

Following an entry dated December 3, 1874, there is 
a long break in the Club records. Probably due to the 
age and ill health, as well as wide dispersion of some of 
the six members, no regular meetings were held. The 
Club was very definitely in existence, however, and 
functioning, as attested by a letter in the Club files, 
signed by two members renewing the lease to the Grange 
No. 28 for continued use of the property. 

The full activity of the Club was resumed in 1895, 
primarily at the instigation of Mr. L. Dorsey Gassaway, 
a lineal descendant of the first owner of the Club site. 
He wrote the President of the Club, Judge A. B. Hagner 
of Washington, who called a meeting for July 4, 1895, 
and requested Mr. Gassaway to invite a number of 
gentlemen who would be eligible for membership to at- 
tend the Club dinner. 

This was a red letter day. A sumptuous dinner was 
served by Judge Hagner. Besides the President two of 
the four surviving members were present: Henry H. 
Brogden, and Richard P. Sellman. (Wm. D. Stewart was 
absent.) Among the guests was Wm. R. Wright of the 
old "State in Schuylkill" Club of Philadelphia. After 
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the dinner the guests retired, and at a business session, 
the three old club-men elected nine new members: 
John W. Randall Louis D. Gassaway 

Frank H. Stockett, Jr. Nevett Steele 

Daniel R. Randall Beale Worthington 

Dr. D. Murray Cheston Thomson M. King 

Blanchard Randall 

Judge Hagner was re-elected President and L. Dorsey 
Gassaway became Recorder of the Club, which offices 
they held during the remainder of their lives. 

At the next meeting further additions to membership 
were made as follows: 

Gen. George H. Steuart Richard B. Sellman 

Dr. James D. Iglehart James M. Munroe 

Robert M. Cheston Nicholas H. Green 

Wyatt W. Randall Dr. J. W. Fletcher Best 

After its expansion of 1895 the Club found many men 
were anxious to become members. The number of eligi- 
bles available was really embarrassing for the dimen- 
sions of the one room Club House made it impossible to 
serve more than twenty-five persons at dinner without 
crowding. This number was adopted as a limit to mem- 
bership in December 1895 and has been retained to the 
present day. Soon there was a waiting list of nominees 
that grew until it was nearly as long as the. roster of 
members. 

At the same December meeting it was voted that the 
lease to Grange No. 28, due to expire on May 1, 1896, 
would not be renewed, and that they must vacate the 
premises on and after that day. 

In spite of its increased membership, and the change 
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in our way of life brought about by invention and the 
progress of material civilization, the Club maintained 
the simplicity of its works and ways. Very small mem- 
bership dues sufficed to meet its expenses of insurance, 
taxes and maintenance. The members in turn served 
the dinners and beyond these its ways were simple and 
its warts were few. 

The effects of World War II were felt only indirectly 
by the Club, until the tightness of gasolene rationing 
caused a disruption in the regularly scheduled meetings. 

In lieu of the May 1943 meeting, an impromptu din- 
ner prepared by some of the local ladies, was served, at 
which 12 members were present. The July 1943 dinner 
was more in accord with ancient tradition than any for 
many years. Nine men and three horses made up the 
party. John Lansdale hitched up a wagon from his farm 
and brought Ben Watkins and Berry Iglehart; Jim 
Steuart resurrected an old buggy and drove to Annapo- 
lis to pick up Claude Handy and Frank Munroe; Forbes 
Colhoun rowed across Rhode River and walked the rest 
of the way to the Club carrying a ham; while John 
Gittings, William Murray and Ernest Pittman arrived 
in a two-wheel cart. All brought box lunches and their 
own refreshment, and a good time was had by all. In 
November 1943 the regular scheduled meetings were 
resumed. 
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AND 

THE CLUB HOUSE 



The half acre, more or less, that was deeded to 
the Club for nine hundred and ninety-nine years 
was on a road which in the early days must have 
been little more than a trail through forests and 
fields. A member leaving the Club could turn right or 
left to return to the lower or upper reaches of South 
River. A right turn also set him on his way to Rhode 
and West Rivers. There have probably always been 
large trees on the plot, principally oaks as today. 

We do not know when the first Club House was built 
nor its exact location; presumably it was on the site of 
the present building, possibly on the same foundations. 
It is reasonable to suppose that it was built as a dwell- 
ing. There is no record of exactly when it burned, but 
it must have been after the making of the deed (July 
1740) which refers to it as an existing house.. We know 
the present house that replaced it was in use in Febru- 
ary 1742. 

The first repairs to the new house that are recorded 
are m the minutes of July 1755. At that time "It was 
desired by the members present that Mr. Jonathan Sell- 
man and Mr. Richard Moore see that some necessary 
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repairs be made both of the in and outside of Our Club 
House, and also that a sash window be fixed in the South 
Side of our said House." From this and other notes of 
later years it is evident that in 1742 the Club House, 
while within the same walls presented a very different 
and a plainer appearance than at present. There were 
no porches, no kitchen, and no well. On the north side 
there were two windows, but none on either end, and it 
is presumed that there were none on the south side. 
The two windows at the west end were installed in 1806. 
The first mention of equipment was in August 1742, 
when it was directed that "The Chairman should pro- 
vide necessary bowls, mugs, and glasses for the service 
of the Society, the same being much wanted." 

In November 1763, "it was ordered by this Society 
that the Treasurer shall bring to the Club next Club 
Day One Quart Mugg, One Pint Ditto, One Pinte Glass 
Tumbler, and one half Pinte Ditto." 

In November 1788 "the members took into considera- 
tion the ruinous situation of the Club House" and di- 
rected that the Treasurer obtain balances due both from 
the present members and the late members to apply to 
repairs. At that time there were only about 10 active 
members. Apparently there was trouble raising the nec- 
essary funds. The active membership sank to 8, and in 
August 1789 "from the number of the members being 
much reduced, It is Resolved that the Society meet the 
first Thursday in every other Month, instead of once a 
Month, until further regulation take place." The Febru- 
ary 1790 meeting was skipped "on account of the House 
being much out of repair." 

Finally, in April 1790, "Mr. Joseph Watkins agrees to 
do the necessary repairs for £11-16-6, the materials be- 
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ing found, such as Plank, nails, etc." But apparently 
nothing happened, for in 1793 the February meeting 
was again eliminated "on account of the House being 
much out of repair." 

In October, 1793, Mr. John Stockett and Mr. William 
Watkins, (neither of them members) agreed "to repair 
the Club House; They agree to find themselves, etc. to 
raise the House, put new sills under it, take up the floor, 
put new sleepers as may be necessary & relay the floor- 
to weatherboard the whole with plank except above at 
each gable end, and to find the nails for the whole re- 
pair; They are also to make new doors or repair the old 
ones, and hang the same for the sum of Twenty pounds; 
the Trees for the Sills are given by Major Jonathan 
Sellman and the Tree for the plank given by Doctr 
Thomas Noble Stockett. The members agree to and 
with the undertakers to assist in raising the House and 
to bring the materials to the place where wanted and 
the money to be paid when the work is done and corn- 
pleated." 

This time apparently the repairs were made as in 
April of the following year we find the "undertakers" 
appearing at the Club House for their settlements. 

There is no mention of the furniture of the Club House 
in the early records. An entry in 1759 speaks of engaging 
Mr. Jacobs "to mend the Chairs of this Clubb.", and in 
1794 the Steward is requested "to take the Chairs be- 
longing to the Society to Sparrow Carter and have them 
repaired against the next Club day." At this same meet- 
ing the Treasurer was directed "to purchase an Earthern 
two Quart, two Tumblers, and a Stone Pitcher for the 
use of the Society." 
About this time there was quite an increase in member- 
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ship (20 in 1799) and the record of February 1799 stated 
"Mr. Joseph Watkins (a member) was requested to 
furnish one dozen rush bottom Chairs and a pine Table 
for the use of the Society." The cost of these, £5-0-0, 
was prorated among the members. 

Because of this increase, it was also resolved at the 
April 1799 meeting "that no Member of this Society 
shall be permitted to invite his friend unless the Steward 
of the Day." Either the increased membership, or the 
increased thirst, forced the purchase in July of that year 
of "a China punch bowl to contain from three to four 
Quarts, Six half pint Tumblers, two Quart Decanters, 
and a Tinn Funnel." At the same time the Treasurer 
furnished two Earthern Dishes, two Mustard potts, one 
pepper box and one Vinegar Cruet. 

In order to better safeguard the new equipment, the 
Treasurer in January 1800 was directed "to furnish a 
good stock Lock against the next Club day for the front 
Door." This old lock was removed during the occu- 
pancy of the Club House by Grange No. 28 in 1876 but 
was returned to the Club in 1932 and reinstalled. 

In April 1806 "it was determined that two windows of 
8 panes each with Shutters Compleat should be put in 
the end of the house, and that the plastering be made 
entirely anew and the house covered and repaired on the 
inside generally." Shortly after this tittivating of the 
house was completed, it was voted to give an entertain- 
ment, and a committee appointed consisting of General 
Jonathan Sellman, Major Samuel C. Watkins, Major 
Osborne S. Harwood, Mr. Wm. Steuart, Dr. John Gas- 
saway, and Mr. Joseph N. Stockett "to make out a list 
of the families that are to be invited to said Entertain- 
ment." In August, however, "It was determined that 
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from the present great Scarcity of Water owing to an 
Uncommon Drought that the report of the Committee 
on the Subject of an Entertainment should be deferred 
till the next Club day." 

In 1 8 13 the record quotes an interchange of letters 
between the Recorder of the club (Jos. N. Stockett) and 
Mr. Moses Orme, in regard to the Club's complaint 
that Mr. Orme was ploughing beyond his own property 
line and encroaching on Club land. In reply, Mr. Orme 
goes to great length in describing the trespasses on his 
land by Club members— "My tobacco was roade 
through, their Horses wallowed on it, and my Corn eate 
m many places. Was these things done by accident or 
wilfull-Therefore I request they will not on their part 
encroach on me, or I shall make an example of them as 
the Law directs." 

To prevent further bickering with neighbors, the Club 
!?i V 8l 4 determmed " t0 inclos e the Land on which the 
Uub House Stands, with a good Post and Rail fence " 
However, considerable trouble was experienced with 
this task. A study indicated that 60 posts and 300 rails 
would be required, and each of 12 members was directed 
to provide his pro rata share of 5 posts and 25 rails. 
Nearly two years later we find an entry, on October 
third, 1 8 16 "The Posts and Railings not being put up 
or completed agreeable to several resolutions of this 
Society, It is unanimously agreed that any member who 
has not his proportion of Posts and Railing delivered here 
the first Thursday of December next shall pay a fine of 
Twenty Dollars." The following June the members all 
joined in putting up part of the fence, but it was not 
completely installed until April 1819. 

Then a new problem arose, and in April 18 17 the 
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Society "appointed a Committee of three members; viz. 
Captain David Steuart, Joseph Harwood, and Joseph N. 
Stockett, to make inquiry respecting a Law appointing 
Commissioners to view the Road passing by The Club 
House and to say what Damages the proprietors of the 
Land are to be allowed if it is not proved to be a public 
Road." 

By 3833 the Club membership had been reduced to 
three, Dr. Wm. Brogden, Mr. Wm. Steuart, and Mr. 
Jos. N. Stockett, but in 1835 many new members were 
admitted, and in January 1837 the membership totalled 
19. At the July meeting in that year "The Society ap- 
pointed Dr. James Harper to have a table made of 
White Pine of Sufficient Size to dine from Twenty to 
Twenty-four Gentlemen." This is the table now in use 
for present meetings. 

In 1850 the Club House was again in need of major re- 
pairs, and at that time an assessment of $ 10 on each of 
the twelve members was made to effect those repairs, 
which are not described in detail in the record book. 

In 1852 Colonel Alfred Sellman, David McC. Brog- 
den, and Thomas Welsh were appointed a committee 
to report "what articles of furniture may be necessary 
for the use of the Club House" but again the details of 
their report are not recorded. Then, for the first time in 
more than 100 years, the Record notes a robbery, "The 
President was directed to offer a reward of Ten Dollars 
for any information that will lead to the detection and 
conviction of the person or persons who broke open and 
robbed South River Club House on Saturday night the 
1st Nov. 1856." 

In May i860 the Club House was again broken into 
and robbed. In December of that same year "Mr. 
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Stockett called the attention of the Club to the injury 
done the Club House, by the firing of bullets through the 
walls and breaking the window by some person un- 
known." 

For the next thirty-six years we may suppose that 
the only changes were the construction of the outdoor 
kitchen and minor repairs. At the November 1896 meet- 
ing the Executive Committee (which had just been 
established) was directed to procure a stove and cook- 
ing utensils for the use of the Club and to have them 
placed in the "annex." The record further shows that 
these were purchased for a total of $17.00, and in No- 
vember 1897 the committee reported "that the stove 
had been placed in position and found to work satis- 
factorily." In July 19 19 a new stove was purchased at 
a cost of $5 1. 00. 

That this "annex" was not a new building is indicated 
by the following entry in May 1904. "Mr. Beale Worth- 
ington reported that since our last meeting the kitchen 
chimney had fallen down, and he had had it rebuilt at 
an expense of six and one-half (#6.50) dollars." At the 
same meeting Mr. Frank Stockett moved "that the roof 
of the kitchen be shingled, as the present tin one leaks." 

The July 1904 meeting authorized the Executive 
Committee "to ascertain the propriety and cost of build- 
ing an additional room or covered porch at the East end 
of the Club House for the accommodation of guests in 
inclement Weather." This proposal has been raised sev- 
eral times but has always failed because of the expense. 

No immediate action is indicated on these matters, 
but at the May 1906 meeting "at the suggestion of Mr. 
J. Wirt Randall, it was agreed that a porch be built on 
the South side of the Club House." 
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In September, 1909 the improvement of the Club 
House continues as Mr. Worthington was requested to 
have a covered way constructed between the Club House 
and the kitchen. The estimates for this work must have 
been unacceptably high, for at the next meeting this 
directive was changed in favor of "an iron frame and 
moveable awning,'' which was constructed. The pipe 
sockets are still visible flanking the passageway. 

In September, 1910 Messrs. Worthington, Watkins, 
and Iglehart were requested to ascertain the cost of 
having a well dug. At the November, 1910 meeting, Mr. 
Beale Worthington reported "that a well had been dug 
45 feet deep at a cost of $63.99." 

In 1914 the North porch was constructed, appar- 
ently as a gift from Judge Hagner, for the record of the 
May meeting in that year lists a vote of thanks to him 
for this porch "added at his expense for the accommo- 
dation of the members of the Society. 7 ' However, it was 
not till the July, 191 6 dinner that the Recorder was re- 
quested "to procure a flag to be displayed at each meet- 
ing of the Society." The national flag flies above the 
porch on club days. Within are displayed the Maryland 
flag and the Royal Standard of England. The latter is 
not only a relic and reminder of the allegiance to the 
mother country during the Colonial years of the Club; 
it was the gift of Blanchard Randall, for many years a 
beloved member and president of the Club. 

Time has dealt kindly with the Club House ; consider- 
ing its age it is remarkable that so few repairs have been 
necessary in recent years. However, much has been done 
to restore and improve the appearance of the interior 
without introducing any new or incongruous features. 
The original wooden mantel over the fire place which 
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possessed neither any particular interest or beauty was 
replaced by a handsome mantel from a colonial home in 
Southern Maryland, as the gift of one of the best loved 
members and president of the Club, the late J. Spence 
Howard. About the same time the fine corner cupboard 
which holds much of the Club china was presented by 
Col. John Lansdale, a present member. 

Quite recently the dirt and stain of untold years have 
been scrubbed and scraped from floor, walls, trim, and 
furniture. This has been a labor of love carried out by 
the House and Grounds Committee led by their Chair 
man, C. Forbes Colhoun. 

In its house, as well as in its meetings and procedure, 
the Club has ever faithfully cherished and preserved 
the works and ways of the past. The respect and love of 
the best of what has been handed down to us is a deep 
and secret thing. It is one of the checks and balances 
that preserve the sanity of mankind in an ever changing 
world. ° ° 
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AS IT IS TODAY 



With the continued speeding up of modern life 
the Club has of course changed in lesser as- 
pects, but not in fundamentals. On Club 
days the yard is full of automobiles instead 
of horses. Some members come from distances that 
would have been insurmountable for their ancestors. 
Even a member living in Texas seldom missed a meet- 
ing. If a member who died in 1742 could return he would 
be astounded by the automobiles, the state of the roads, 
and the bridge over South River; he would be surprised 
and perhaps shocked by modern manners and fashions, 
but he would find his Club House, inside and out, very 
much as he remembered it. 

The remark "that primitive man ate what he could 
find, modern man finds what he can eat/' applies to 
some extent to our Club dinners. In the early days the 
menu was limited by what could be found or produced 
in the immediate neighborhood, with a few exceptions 
such as lemons for the punch and other occasional im- 
portations. Today the limitations of time and distance 
have been removed. A member may bring back a sal- 
mon from a fishing trip to northern waters, or pheasants 
or grouse from a distant hunting expedition. 

Except for such occasional additions the dinners are 
as they have always been, basically a Southern Mary- 
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land country dinner. A well cured old ham is never 
wanting, crabs, soft or deviled in season, fried chicken, 
with turkey for November come back each year. The 
well filled punch bowl in the center of the table is always 
present. 

The rotation of the members as hosts, which began 
with the formation of the Club, continues with slight 
changes. There are four dinners a year, on the third 
Thursdays of May, September, and November; and the 
Fourth of July, so normally each member would serve a 
dinner in six and a quarter years. However, the average 
age is rather high and when there is a death the newly 
elected member must serve the next dinner but one after 
his election, so that the usual period between servings 
is seven to eight years. Only the serving member may 
bring guests, and he is limited to five. 

After the dinner is finished and the traditional toasts, 
with a few new ones, have been drunk the host of the' 
day introduces his guests. Each rises and replies accord- 
ing to his inclination, ability and volubility. The guests 
then retire to the yard to pitch quoits and the members 
hold a short business meeting. 

The pitching of quoits before and after dinner by the 
more athletically inclined members and guests is a tradi- 
tional part of the Club day. The four heavy bronze rings 
have been in use for well over 100 years. How many 
generations have contended with them no one knows. As 
they are practically indestructible they may see ten times 
as many generations of members come and go. Because 
they are rings, without beginning or end, they may well 
be, as the ancient Egyptians believed, appropriate sym- 
bols of the eternal. 
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The report of one famous game of quoits — apparently 
a "grudge" match at the dinner on May 21, 1942 found 
its way into the minutes of that meeting as follows: 

"By request of Jos. A. W. Iglehart, I am recording 
a never-to-be-forgotten game of quoits played on this 
date. Iglehart and Munroe (F.A.) took on Handy and 
Burwell, and to the surprise of the players and the 
gallery, the score was 21 to o in favor of Iglehart and 
Munroe." 

Editor's Note (The recorder at that time was F. A. Munroe.) 

Several years ago an innovation was introduced; it 
was decided to have two hunt breakfasts each year to 
fill the gap between the November and May dinners. 
These are held in March and December. Each member 
attending pays for himself and his guests. Apple toddy 
is brewed on the hearth before the open fire. The break- 
fast is based on sausage, buckwheat cakes, maple syrup, 
and coffee. They are delightfully informal with neither 
speeches nor business. 

New members are chosen from a waiting list. They 
must be residents of Southern Maryland or descendants 
of such. Where they now live makes little difference 
provided they can and will attend the dinners. Sons of 
deceased members naturally receive special considera- 
tion. Beyond these qualifications^ character, congeni- 
ality and other factors influence selection. 

We have traced the history of our Club from 1739 
when our written records begin with the deed to our 
house and land. There is ample evidence to establish a 
much earlier date for the founding of the Club. The 
Annapolis Gazette would hardly have referred to the 
Society in 1746 as "The Ancient South River Club" if 
it had not been fifty years old. The known ages of the 
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members in 1742, and the appointment of a committee 
to ascertain and collect the names of former members 
prove a previous existence of many years. 

At the front of the original record book is a notation 
which gives credence to the early existence of the Club* 
Nov. 14, 1700 was buried Mr. Robert Hopper of this 
Parish St. All Hallows-he was the first clerk of the first 
Vestry. There is no explanation for this entry except 
that it is presumed that some research had indicated 
that he was a member of the Club. 

We know that Turner Wooton, who was a member of 
the Club and served dinners in i 743y lived in London- 
town until 1723. He then married and moved to Essing- 
ton in Prmce George County. We know of no instance 
in th Q early records of the election to membership of a 
person living at such a distance from the Club House. 
Ihere is therefore a very strong presumption that he 
was elected while living at Londontown before 172. and 
continued as a member after he moved. 

The cumulative evidence just cited, and other con- 
siderations based upon authentic records, cause us to 
believe that the Club'was certainly in existence well 
before 1723 and that it was probably founded about 
1700 or perhaps earlier. The unfortunate destruction of 
our records m the fire may forever preclude the de- 
termination of an exact date of founding. The 1723 date 
which ir .the light of the evidence is conservative, makes' 
the Uub the oldest social organization with a continu- 
ous kfe in the United States, and so far as we know in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

For many years a good natured rivalry as to which 
was the older has existed between the South River Club 
and our younger, but worthy, contemporary, the State 
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in Schuylkill of Philadelphia. Several of their members 
have been our guests and several of ours have partaken 
of their hospitality. The records of this distinguished 
club begin in 1732. Their members we believe base 
claims to seniority on the contention that the life of the 
South River Club has not been continuous. We reply, 
and can prove, that while the Club may have dozed or 
even slept it never died. We are happy to acknowledge 
them as the second oldest social organization in 
America. 

At present the South River Club is virile and vigorous 
with a long waiting list. The members are bound to- 
gether by some of the strongest ties that cement human 
relations. They are all derived from the same racial 
stock, they believe in the ideas and ideals that led to 
the founding of the English Colonies in America; to 
their Declaration of Independence, and the adoption of 
the Constitution of the united nation. 

They are congenial and happy when they foregather 
for good eating, drinking, conversation and fellowship. 
So long as liberty survives in America, the Club will 
probably continue a meeting place, a landmark and an 
invaluable link between modern American and early 
pioneer and colonial days. 
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MARYLAND MUSINGS 

By the Bentztown Bard 

\ 

THE OLD SOUTH RIVER CLUB 

Out of Annapolis, eight miles from town, 

Over the Muddy Crick road and down; 

Wild honeysuckle and woodbine strewn 

I he smell of a poplar stump just hewn,' 
A jay-bird squawking along the fence, 
Dogwood and sassafras clustered dense- 
Down hill over the bridge that keeps 
Its guard where the beautiful river sweeps- 
The old South river, that broadens away 
With its blue to the blue of the Chesapeake Bay. 
Up the hill on the other side, 
And winding on where the road grows wide, 
Ur suddenly narrows, or maybe dips 
in a great green hollow, where honey drips 
^rom the warm, sweet comb of the rosy day, 
And the heart is a hundred years away 

T i g I.T C ° Untry Where ^ oun S folk da "ce 
In the old regime of the heart's romance, 
And peaches ripen, and great oaks stand 
Like lordly castles in fairyland. 

Still through hollows and over hills, 
And rounding curves, where the day distills 
Its honeyed wine on the fragrant air— 
Then suddenly rising before us there 
Lhe old clubhouse 'neath the ancient tree 
I hat seems to have turned one side to see 

An?K tT n e / rmS C ° Vered the hailowed ro °f 
And held all danger and harm aloof 

As they spread their gentle, protecting grace 

Round this old, historical meeting place. 
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A loghouse, simple, and plain and sweet, 

With whitewashed walls, and the whole complete 

With the great brick chimney built outside, 

And the fireplace sending a welcome wide 

To those who gather to feel its blaze 

And dream the dream of the great old days 

When round the oaken table there sat 

The gentlemen of the cockade hat, 

Statesmen, prelates, admirals, knights 

Of the Maryland spirit of old delights. 

That foot-rest under the table, see, 

How the feet of the years have worn it? He 

Who sits here now to dine may know 

That a great ancestor of long ago 

Rubbed knees with his neighbour across the way 

In the self-same spot on another day, 

When the punch bowl gleamed, and the toddy red 

War brewed for the mean of heart and head 

As steady as steel — while here we seem 

To drink to them once again in a dream. 

Many a time through the fading years 
Had this board been set for the gentle peers 
Of the olden dignities of the State, 
And once, indeed, in the course of fate, 
One loyal member attended alone, 
And dined with only himself to own 
The regal glory of serving his guests, 
As they sat in their disembodied vests — 
Shadows and phantoms and ghosts of men 
Of those sweet times never to come again. 

Hail and health, old Club, to you, 

On the knoll in the grove of oaks that view 

The rolling acres around them spread 

In the charm of the beautiful countrystead ! 

Two hundred years of your active life, 

And today at the click of fork and knife 

They come with a loyal faith, thy sons, 

To keep their truce with the better ones 

Whose memoried faces in dreams smile here 

Through a mellower beauty from year to year! 

THE BALTIMORE SUN, Nov. 4, 191 2 



ROSTER OF MEMBERS 

Members CT ,. _. 

. - _ , _ , When Elected 

Mr. Robert Saunders r» • . 

" Thomas Stockett « * ^f 2 ' 

" James Monat « « « 

John Gassaway « a „ 

" Samuel Jacobs « « « 

" Benjamin Stockett « « « 

" John Howard '.....'. « « « 

Samuel Burgess , * « « « 

" Samuel Day « „ „ 

" Robert Harding ' « « u 

Thomas Sparrow . « u a 

Rev. William Brogden ][ « a u 

Capt. Joseph Cowman « « « 

Mr. William Chapman " " « « „ 

" John Watkins « « a. 

" Turner Wooten ' \\ u u a 

" James Dick « u u 

Samuel Chambers « « « 

Dr. Samuel Presten Moore u « « 

Mr. William Chapman, Jr " « « « 

Capt. Anthony Beck '.'.'.'.'. « « « 

Mr. James Nicholson « « « 

John Brewer . « a « 

Capt. Christopher Grindall « « « 

Mr. Zachana Maccubbin . « a « 

" James Hall « « « 

" Darby Lux « « « 

Henry Gassaway « « « 

Jonathan Sellman [['.'.". " « « 

" Charles Steward « « « 

" Richard Moore a « « 

Capt. John Dixon c t 

Mr Thomas Caton ' ' ' \ 9 ? ept * W 

" Joseph Brewer. f 7 \™' I?44 

" Johnljams.... " H June 1744 

" William Reynolds. ' l^f V*t 

' Stephen West, Jr. 3 ° ?"' ^ 

" John Watkins' ' J if 1 ' iJ ^ 

Capt John White *$ Mar. 175* 

Rev Archibald Spencer " " -l^w VH 
-Mr. Henry Woodward- *° f^ 7 * 755 

" ^™«g-— w^..:::;:::;:::;;::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;Sj$ J^^^ 
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Members When Elected 

S 11 *! 10 ^? 1 ' 6 ■■ • 2 «JuIy X 75S 

Mr, JosepJi Cowman 2 . j u i y j_- - 

" Samuel Chapman 12 j^y —.g 

Capt. William Strachan 22 j u j y I? ,g 

Mr. Richard Burgess " n j une TyS7 

* Joseph Brewer I5 Sept- Iy5? 

" Lewis Stockett 3 Sept> Il6l 

" Sa ^^l Watkms 4 j an I?62 

Capt. Thomas Gassaway . j an I7 g 2 

Mr. Andrew Wilkie '."""!!'"""""'! 4 Mar. 176a 

Col. Richard Harwood, Jr j April 1?62 

Mr. Thomas Stockett 4 Aug> 17 g» 

Capt. Thomas Harwood x j an " I? g 

Mr. Stephen Watkins ".".'*'!" 7 Feb* 1764 

Dr. Thomas Noble Stockett - p e b I7 g, 

" James Thompson ' ' " " " ! 4 April 1765 

Mr. Regin Hammond 4 Q ct I7 _ Q 

" Thomas Harwood, Jr ' ' x jj ^ I?70 

" Richard Watkins \ ] 1 Nov \ l7?0 

Capt. Thomas Watkins g j) ec l7 _ 

Dr. Thomas Gantt 7 ^ar. 1772 

Mr. Henry Jones ".'"'"'" 5 Jan." 1775 

" William Harwood _ * j an> I?7 , 

" William Saunders 7 j une I77 * 

Dr. William Murray ~ Q cti 17 _g 

Mr. John L. Brogden [ _ ? May I?78 

* William Sellman ^ Aug _ I7 g Q 

" Robert John Smith ' 3 Aug [ Iy8o 

" Edward Seften I April Iy ^ 

" Nich. Watkms of Stephen , Au „ I7 g 4 

" Ferdinando Battee 5 Aug! 1784 

" Charles Stewart 5 Aagi I? g 4 

* Benjamin Howard - A I?8 

Dr. Robert Welsh. 2 Sept. 178 J 

Rev. Mason Locke Weems r May 178? 

Mr. John Weems ".'""""!'""" 4 June 1785 

" Solomon Sparrow 6 April 1?86 

Maj. Jonathan Sellman + May I7 g 6 

Mr. Samuel Maccubbin , A pril 1788 

Col. Richard Harwood ? t u w 1 7 „ 2 

Mr. David Stewart. , j u j„ I7g2 

" Benjamin Watkins : Nov. 1702 

Capt. Samuel Watkins ^ April 170c 

" J^^?^ '.'.^ '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.:.::::::. 3 ApriiT 795 

Dr. Robert Welsh T j^ar. 1708 

Mr. John Beard '. .'.'.WW 1 Mar* 1798 

* Caleb Stewart x Mar< I79 g 

* Thomas Purdy ; r j^jar. 1798 

" William Stewart ? j une l79 g 
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Members When Elgcted 

Mr. James McCulloh.. 7 June ! 79 8 

Benjamm Welsh ? j une I?9 g 

EdwardLee ? June I?9 g 

Solomon Sparrow, Jr.. . . ? j une 1?9g 

Maj. Thomas Harwood 6 Sept> I?9 g 

-William Brogden 6 S t 8 

Mr. Joseph Cowman 6 s t z g 

Robert Welsh of Ben 3 Mar. 1803 

Osborn Spngg Harwood 4 j u i y lgoJ 

« William Elliott 5 Sept. 1805 

« ? Slf? 11 ? ^Dec. 1805 

Jos. Noble Stockett a Jan> lgo6 

Dr. John Gassaway 2 Jan 1806 

Mr. William Sanders 6 A " : l8 

ferdinando Battee ~ c p _ f T o ' 

CaptJohnB.Weem, i." "■"; "[ ^ f^ \lVo 

Mr. Joseph Harwood. , 3 j^ lgl 

" John Watkins (of Stephen) o p^ar" l8l4 

Samuel Harrison ^ j^* l8l 

Dr. John Schaaff Stockett g A ' 1818 

Mr. Benjamin Harwood ■ . " ' " " .6 Aug! 1 81 8 

Inomas Snowden j s ep t 182c 

Richard Sellman T c pnt * tS ,,, 

Dr. Warn Brogden lSe u«2 

Mr. John Stevens Sellman $ Jan . lg2 | 

^ aJ -i° h ?^ erCer ^d. 1826 

Mr.Vir g! lMaxcey 2 Mar. 1826 

Thomas Snowden a April 1835 

Os. Spngg Harwood 3 Aprfl l8 -- 

JohnS.Selman 2Aprili8 35 

Ramsay Waters 2 April 1835 

Col. Robert W.Kent 2 April 1835 

Mr. Solomon Sparrow 2 April 1835 

Dr. Benjamin Watkms 2 A £ -t „*%. 

Mr.Tho^w^ :::::::::::::: 1%&'Z 

James H. Harwood a A rfl £ 3 

Ma^ Alfred Sellman ... 2 ApS 183 

Dr. James Harper 6 A ^ *> 

Mr. William H Woodneld 6 Auf ' 81c 

« Edmond Clagett £' 

;; David McCulloh Brogden. . 3 Mar 18^6 

Joseph E. Cowman . A , 1D . T o. A 

Dr Richard Harwood. t Feb 8^ 

r , J 1 f n S H,d8B8 4May 1837 

CoLJohnMercer 1 Nov. 1838 

Gen. George N.Stewart 3 Jan l839 
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Memhtrs When Elected 

Capt. Isaac Mayo 3 Mar. 1842 

Mr. Thomas S. Iglehart : Feb. 1843 

" Charles C. Stewart 3 Oct. 1844 

* George Gale 3 Oct. 1844 

" William O'Hara , 3 Oct. 1844 

Dr. John H. Sellman 1 J une 1848 

Mr. Richard S. Mercer 5 Oct. 1848 

John C. Rogers s April 1849 

" Franklin Deale 5 April 1849 

" James Kent 5 J u J y j^ 9 

" George D. Clayter 4 J u l y ^50 

Dr. William N. Pindell 3 Oct. 1850 

Col. George W. Hughes 6 Mar. 1851 

Dr. Thomas S. Mercer 6 Mar. 1851 

Mr. Henry Latrobe 4 Sept. 1851 

" Hamilton Hall 5 p e b. 1852 

" Charles S. Contee 4 Mar. 1852 

" NichoLas S. Shipley 6 May 1852 

Dr. Augustus G. W. Owens.- 2 Dec. 1852 

Mr. William R. S. Gittings 2 June 1853 

" Frank H. Stockett ; 4 Sept. 1856 

Dr. Howard M. Duvall 6 Oct. 1 859 

Mr. Nicholas H. Green 6 Oct. 1859 

" Alexander B. Hagner 5 J an . ^60 

" Richard Parran Sellman j Nov. 1 861 

Rev. Cleland K. Nelson 2 j an . ^62 

Mr. Wm. Donaldson Stewart n Aug. 1864 

" WillieMayo „ j u i y ^2. 

" James Boyle IT J u l y x ^ 72 

" Harry H. Brogden ' 3 Oct, 1872 

" John Wirt Randall 4 J u l y ^95 

u Frank H. Stockett, Jr 4 j u l y I % 95 

" Daniel R. Randall 4 j u j y ^95 

Dr. D. Murray Cheston 4 J u l y i8 95 

Mr. Louis Dorsey Gassaway 4 July 1 895 

" Nevett Steele. 4 J u l y ^95 

" Beale Worthington 4 J u l y ^95 

" Thomson M. King 4 J u l y jgcj^ 

" Blanckard Randall 4 July 1895 

Gen'l George H. Steuart - 5 Sept. 1895 

Dr. James D. Iglehart 5 Sept. 1895 

Mr. Robert Murray Cheston 5 Sept. 1895 

" Wyatt W. Randall 5 Sept. 1895 

" Richard B. Sellman 5 Sept. 1895 

" James M. Munroe 5 Sept. 1895 

" Nicholas H. Green 5 Sept. 1895 

" J. W. Fletcher Best ; 5 Sept. 1895 

" Benjamin Watkins 21 Nov. 1895 

" Joseph Noble Stockett 21 Nov. 1895 
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A BRIEF HISTORY 
Members ,,„ _, 

When Elected 

Mr. Lawrence Bailliere ... T . 

" Benjamin N. Wright . . 4 {f y l8 9 6 

" JohnT.Parrott. . 2 ° **f* l8 97 

" Franklin Weems " S J U J y l8 97 

* William Wirt Fay. 5 | uly l8 97 

" Thomas S. Iglehart. Jr 23 Sept. 1897 

• Richard W. Iglehart ? t Pt *l 97 

" Thomas A Duckett *} ?f pt - ^ 

" Samuel Brooke 18 Nov. 1897 

« George R Gather, Jr ' •• 4 J uly l8 9 8 

■ Paullglehart *? ^pt. 1898 

" Wm. Meade Holladay ? f| ay l8 99 

" Frank Stockett Sellman . 18 May i8 99 

" Edwin Warfield.... """ 27 Sept. 1900 

Dr. Richard S. Hill . 21 May i 9 o 3 

Mr. Allen Bowie Howard. * 4 ??*• I9 °3 

" Alexander Murray . ^ J^y T 9°4 

" Charles David Stewart. ' '« ?J ay l9 °* 

" Samuel Brooke. Jr ' fl8 **** ^ 

" Richard Estep' 19 Sept. 1908 

Col. John Pitcher *i Nov. 1912 

Mr. J. Henry Sellman « Nov. i 9I2 

Dr N E. Berry Iglehart "Nov. 1912 

Mr. Oden Bowie Duckett. ■ 5 { uy X ^S 

" Frank Asbury Munroe.. '"' 5 £ Uiy l9l $ 

" William L. Marcy . 20 Sept. 1917 

" Eugene W. Iglehart . f ^ l9I? 

Dr. Franas W Hagner 22 May i 9 i 9 

Mr. William H. Murray 2? JJ ay l ^° 

" J Spence Howard ' '^7 May 1920 

" Joseph A. W Iglehart * J uly ^° 

" John G Brogden. " ^ ^ pt ^ 

" James E. Stewart *i May W 

a Elliott H.Burwell 2 ^ ay WS 

" Benj. Watkins, Jr 8 {? Y *** 

" John Martin Green f ^ ^ 

" ThomsonKing 22 May i 93 o 

" B. Helme Stockett. ... ' 4 ] U y I ^ 1 

Dr. John C. Gittings " " 4 { nly ^ 

Mr. Geo. Weems Williams. * 5 f T ept " l ^ 2 

" James Cheston 3rd 23 Nov. 1933 

" D. Claude Handy .... 2 ° ? ept * ^34 

" J. Harris Franklin . • -20 Sept. i 934 

Col. D. Murray Cheston. . . 4 J U y ^ 

Dr. Alexander Randall. ... 5 } U y ^ 

Mr. Walter C Munroe * J uly l ^ S 

" Blanchard Randall, Jr. . ^ f ept ' ^37 

" ErnestPittman ... 16 Sept. 1 937 

Col. John Lansdale . l6 S pt " *W 

i 9 May 1938 
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THE ANCIENT SOUTH RIVER CLUB 

Members When Elected 

Judge Ridgely P. Melvin 19 Sept. 1940 

Mr. Oden Bowie Duckett • 19 Sept. 1940 

* Edwin Warfield, Jr 19 Sept. 1940 

u Alexander B. Hagner , - 19 Sept. 1940 

" N. E. Berry Iglehart 19 Sept. 1940 

" C. Fortes Colhoun 19 Nov. 1942 

" Edward M. Cheston 4 July *945 

Dr. Robert S. G. Welch 4 July 194 6 

Mr. John A. Worthington 15 May 1947 

" Benjamin Watkins 3rd ■ 20 May 1948 

" Jonathan Sellman ^o May 1948 

" John F. Wilson 19 Ma y T 949 

Dr. Amos F. Hutchins 19 May 1949 

" Clapham King 17 Nov - J 949 

Vice Adml. Harry W. Hill 21 Sept. 1950 

Mr. J. Spence Howard, Jr. . 4 July 19S* 
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